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outstanding judicial nominee, Maria
Antongiorgi-Jordan, nominated to the
United States District Court for the
District of Puerto Rico.

Ms. Antongiorgi-Jordan is a dedi-
cated public servant and accomplished
litigator who will be a tremendous
asset to the District of Puerto Rico.

After earning her B.A. from Seton
Hill University, her J.D. from the
Interamerican University School of
Law, and her L.L.M. from Georgetown
University Law Center, Ms.
Antongiorgi-Jordan began her legal ca-
reer at McConnell Valdes, a law firm
based in San Juan, PR.

For nearly 20 years, Ms. Antongiorgi-
Jordan had a wide-ranging litigation
practice within the firm. While she fo-
cused on complex civil matters, she
also was active in criminal defense
work through the local Criminal Jus-
tice Act—CJA—panel, representing in-
digent criminal defendants in Federal
court.

In total, Ms. Antongiorgi-Jordan par-
ticipated in 42 trials, serving as chief
or cochief counsel in 36 of the 42.

Today, Ms. Antongiorgi-Jordan
serves as clerk of the court for the Dis-
trict of Puerto Rico. In that role, she
has helped the court navigate the
COVID-19 pandemic and kept it func-
tioning on a day-to-day basis.

Ms. Antongiorgi-Jordan boasts wide-
spread support from the Puerto Rico
legal community and civic leaders, in-
cluding Governor Pedro Pierluisi and
Stephen Muldrow, the Trump-ap-
pointed U.S. Attorney in Puerto Rico.

I will support Ms. Antongiorgi-Jor-
dan’s confirmation, and I urge my col-
leagues to do the same.

————
RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:31 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. MURPHY).

————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—S.J. RES. 63

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to execute the
order with respect to Calendar No. 523,
S.J. Res. 63, at 3:30 p.m. today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, for the
information of the Senate, there will
be a rollcall vote at approximately 4
p.m. today on passage of S.J. Res. 63,
related to the national emergency de-
clared by the President on March 13,
2020.

VOTE ON ANTONGIORGI-JORDAN NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
Antongiorgi-Jordan nomination?

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Mr. CARDIN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Georgia (Mr. WARNOCK) is
necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Nebraska (Mr. SASSE).

The result was announced—yeas b5,
nays 43, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 354 Ex.]

YEAS—b5
Baldwin Heinrich Reed
Bennet Hickenlooper Romney
Blumenthal Hirono Rosen
Booker Kaine Sanders
Brown Kelly Schatz
Cantwell King Schumer
Cardin Klobuchar Shaheen
Carper Legyy Sinema
Casey Lujan Smith
Collins Manchin
Coons Markey Stabenow
Cortez Masto Menendez Tf}s?er
Duckworth Merkley Tillis
Durbin Murkowski Van Hollen
Feinstein Murphy Warner
Gillibrand Murray Warren
Graham Ossoff Whitehouse
Grassley Padilla Wyden
Hassan Peters
NAYS—43
Barrasso Fischer Portman
Blackburn Hagerty Risch
Blunt Hawley Rounds
Boozman Hoeven Rubio
Braun Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Bur%“ Inhofe Scott (SC)
Cassid Kennedy Shelby
idy ennedy ;
Cornyn Lankford E‘Elllvan
Cotton Lee une
Cramer Lummis Toomey
Crapo Marshall Tl.lbervule
Cruz McConnell Wicker
Daines Moran Young
Ernst Paul
NOT VOTING—2
Sasse Warnock

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
SINEMA). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

RELATING TO A NATIONAL EMER-
GENCY DECLARED BY THE
PRESIDENT ON MARCH 13, 2020

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
proceed to legislative session to con-
sider S.J. Res. 63, which the clerk will
report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S.J. Res. 63) relating to a national
emergency declared by the President on
March 13, 2020.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I

ask unanimous consent that the fol-
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lowing Senators be permitted to speak
prior to the vote on the passage of S.J.
Res. 63: I for 20 minutes; Senator
MORAN of Kansas for 5 minutes; Sen-
ator PAUL of Kentucky for 15 minutes;
Senator MARSHALL of Kansas for 5 min-
utes; and Senator WYDEN of Oregon for
10 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRIBUTE TO BETH JAFARI

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I
have the unwelcome task of saying
farewell to my right hand: my chief of
staff, Beth Jafari. It is literally impos-
sible to separate my Senate career
from Beth’s influence because she has
been a leader on Team Cornyn for the
last 20 years.

Back in 2003, I made what I now rec-
ognize as one of the best employment
decisions I have ever made. That is
when I hired Beth to be my legislative
director. This Houston native had
spent nearly a decade working in the
House of Representatives before she
came to the Senate, but she had had a
short period of time wherein she prac-
ticed law and recognized the satisfac-
tion and reward of public service more
than the enhanced paycheck of the pri-
vate practice of law.

To me, one of the great benefits is
she knew Texas; she knew Congress;
she understood Washington and all of
its strange ways. I was confident then
and am now that she was the perfect
person for the job.

Beth quickly developed an expertise
in both the processes and the people of
the U.S. Senate. She understood the
ins and outs of every policy area and
which Members cared the most about
what issues. She built strong relation-
ships with staff on both sides of the
aisle and earned a reputation as a
trustworthy and honest broker, and she
empowered our own legislative team to
notch up win after win for Texas.

When my first chief of staff left in
2007, I knew there was only one person
for that job, one person I could lit-
erally trust with that job. Beth didn’t
seek that job in order to raise her own
profile or impress the DC power play-
ers. That has never been her MO. In-
stead, she saw an opportunity to cham-
pion an incredible team and help us ac-
complish important things for Texas.
That is one of the first things you
come to know and appreciate about
Beth: She loves Texas. She loves her
sports teams, especially her beloved
Texas Aggies. She loves the music, the
hole-in-the-wall Tex-Mex joints, but
most of all, she loves people.

Years ago, after a terrible tragedy in
West, TX—that is the name of the
town, ‘“West, TX,” not the region—a
county commissioner said to me: Being
a Texan doesn’t describe where you are
from; it describes who your family is.

That is so true. Beth has dealt with
the nearly 30 million Texans as if they
were members of her extended family,
and when they were in need, she made
sure our team sprang into action.
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